The Thaw Exhibition Leaflet

The New Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow 16.02-11.06.2017

Aim: To translate museum leaflet from Russian into English to provide information on The Thaw historical period after the death of Stalin and to
increase museum visitor numbers.

Audience: English-speaking/global.

Challenges: Terminology used during this period in history and making it knowledge accessible for a global audience.



Original Leaflet excerpts in Russian
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Translation into English

Conversation with father

Atense generational discussion is
happening in post-war Soviet society
about two themes which many would
prefer to keep silent: the truth about the
war and the truth about the camps. The
story of the Thaw is a story about
rehabilitation processes which began
immediately after the death of |. V.
Stalin.
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Auschwitz, 1965

The Russian Abstract Art Foundation,
Moscow.
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Monument to those who were bombed. 1965
Monument model State Tretyakov Gallery.

The best city on earth

The city at the time of the Thaw was an active
space, a juxtaposition of the private and the
public spheres. Up to this moment, citizens
had kept themselves behind closed doors in
tiny apartments watching TV, not leaving their
kitchens (as was the case in the 1970s). The
city was seen as a social space, or an
extended home, for feasting, dancing, reading
poetry on squares and in parks.
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International relations

The political world map in the second
half of the XX century was defined by
the contraposition of the USSR and the
USA. The cold war and threat of nuclear
destruction was a deciding factor of
cultural thought at this time. The two
superpowers competed not only in the
arms race but also in propagandising
their ways of life at international
exhibitions and in the media.
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The UN Building, New York. 1959
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