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Aim: to inform readers on developments in the post-Soviet space

What: Webpage

Challenges: Subject specific terminology and syntax from French-English

https://regard-est.com/armenie-refuge-pour-la-communaute-lgbt-russe

Michaël BRIFFAUD (2024), « Arménie : refuge pour la communauté LGBT+ 
russe? », Regard sur l'Est, 15 mai.
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Before After
Armenia: refuge for Russian LGBT+ 

community?
Posted on 15/05/2023 Author Michaël BRIFFAUD Geopolitics, Society

• Since the beginning of the Ukraine war, more than 70,000 Russians have 

settled in Armenia, many are LGBT men fleeing mobilisation. However, 

they’ve found themselves in a country where the local community has been 

struggling to make progress with its rights.

There isn’t any signage on the front of the building, nor intercom and it makes you 

wonder if you have the correct address. A heavy door covers the entrance as is 

usual in Yerevan. The address and intercom code are passed on by email or by 

messaging a few hours before the meeting. Pink Armenia is an NGO which defends 

the rights of LGBT+ people. It is voluntarily discreet and cautious. In 2015, its 

address was made public after a homophobic comment was made by members of 

Eurovision’s Armenian jury towards Conchita Wurst. Pink Armenia took the matter 

to court. Media coverage of the matter was such that several journalists started to 

hang around in front of the NGO offices. Faced with such sudden publicity and not 

wanting to be associated as a LGBT district, the neighbour gradually became more 

hostile towards the organisation forcing it to move out.
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However, it was this door that Maxime, a young gay Russian 
man pushed open to ask for help and advice. On his arrival in 
Yerevan in October 2022 after fleeing military mobilisation, 
this native Saint-Petersburger is recognised by his long hair, 
beardless face and pale skin. “When the mobilisation was 
announced, I realised that I wasn’t psychologically able to 
remain in the country and it was physically and mentally 
difficult. I realised I had to go somewhere else because I 
wouldn’t get away with it there. I was scared to leave the 
house; I was watching the news all the time, and I was so 
stressed out. (…) I left the country by plane. In fact, contrary 
to what many people were saying, I got a flight really easily, I 
just got on a plane and took a direct flight to Armenia”.

The young Russian chose Armenia because there were no 
visa formalities, and it was easier to enter the country. He has 
since applied for legal aid from Pink Armenia to obtain 
documents to allow him to remain there as a tourist. Despite 
being 32 years old, Maxime doesn’t speak English. His choice 
of exile destination was due to the fact that Armenians speak 
Russian so well. “I know somebody from Armenia, she lives in 
Russia...
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